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- XX.—ARCHIE SIMPSON. ; :

A very remarkable illustration of how the game of Golf tends
to become a family possession is afforded in the case of the
Simpsons. All six brothers have been players of ability, golfers
of whom their native village of Earlsferry has had no cause to
be ashamed ; and that quaint little East of Fife hamlet, as
everybody knows, or ought to know, bas turned out some
no&le exponents of the game. Of the six brothers the nimes
of three are familiar to golfing circles, namely, Jack Simpson,

winner of the championship in 1884, and now located at Elie as -

green-keeper ; Robert, who combines with a similar position at
Carnoustic ‘an_extensive club-making business ; and Archie,
the subject of the present notice—who a short time ago
entered upon his duties as professional and green-keeper at
Bembridge, Isle of Wight—has latterly gone to Prestwick.
For the last seven years Archie Simpson has been recognised
as deserving of a place in the front rank of golfin

celebrities. xi'-lis record is a most brilliant one, yet we fee
justified in believing that his career has even more to hope
from the future, for Archie Simpson is still a very young man.
So constantly has his name been before
the public of recent years in connection
with big Golf events that it is hardly any
wonder if he should appear to the un-
informed imagination as a solid-built,
square-shouldered Scotsman, upon whom
the hand of Time has begun to show. The
idea might be natural, but it would never-
theless be as far from correct as could
possibly be. A little over medium height,
with slight but well set and agile frame,
you would certainly imagine that Archie
1s much older than he looks, even were
you to forget how long he has been gain-
ing honours as a professional golfer. * Yet
he is only twenty-five years of age, and
this fact impresses one with the phe-
nomenal character of his success.

Born at Earlsferry in the year 1866,
Archie Simpson, like so many other boys
of the place, grew up a golfer. When
little beyond school age he was winning
prizes in the local competitions, and in his
fifteenth year he had the remarkable
honour of coming in with the lowest score
of the day in a club match played at St.
Andrews. With the development of his

third prizes, and he also got third place at Montrose after a
most exciting match in which a tie for the second prize resulted
with Ben Sayers, Willie Campbell and himself. In an open
tournament at North Berwick a stiff encounter took place
between Archie Simpson and Willie Fernie for the premier
position, but the latter came out the winner on the tie being
played off. 1In the great two days’ tournament at Troon he
secured the third prize. It was, however, in the tournament
with which the Sandwich green was inaugurated that Archie
Simpson secured his first great professional success, The
meeting extended over cight days, and was attended by the
whole professional talent m the country, most of whom, fresh
from engaging in a tournament at Littlestone, were in the pink
of condition. Archie beat all his opponents, and in the final
round found himself opposed to Rolland. The two Earlsferry
men treated the spectators to a display of driving of a most
prodigious nature, and an intensely mteresting match resulted
m a tie, which being played off decided the victory in favour of
Simpson. ;
In May of last year in a tournament at Bridge of Weir, got
up by the members of the Ranfurly Castle Golf Club, Archie
Simpson again came decisively to the front and carried off the
chief honours, producing in the four rounds of the links the
splendid card of 151, made up as follows, 39, 36, 37, 39. Fernie
took sccond place and Sayers the third.
In the championship contest at Prestwick
last year, as readers of GOLF hardly
require to be reminded, Archie Simpson
tied with Fernie at 167, Mr. John Ball,
jun., winning the cup and badge at 164.
In the professional tournament at North
Berwick m October last, Archic was a
winner, defeating Sayers upon his own
green, much to the annoyance of the local
golfers. Archie’s latest appearance in a
contest of this nature was at St. Anne’s-on-
the-Sea in the following month, when a
tournament was held under the auspices of
the Lytham and St. Anne’s Golf Club.
Here he took second place, Fernie being
first and Hugh Kirkaldy third.

Archie Simpson has won a splendid
reputation for himself as a h player,
even though on one occasion fortune
seemed to have turned her back upon him.
This was in the famous match with Willie
Campbell for fioo a-side, played over
four greens, a contest which excited ex-
traordinary interest, and drew together
the biggest throngs that ever assembled
to witness the game of Golf. It was in

?owers he soon began to make a name
or himself, his taking style and strong
driving being the admiration and envy of all whom he
encountered, He was only eighteen years of age when
he threw in his lot with the Krofessionals, being then in
the employment of his brother Robert, at Carnoustic A big
tournament held at Leven gave him the opportunity of justi-
fying his choice. It appeared asif the slim stripling of eighteen
were to have a walk over, as he secured a lead on the first
round of six strokes, coming in with the low score of 8o, The
second round was done at 85 ; but his brother Jack had put on
one of his characteristic spurts, and took the first prize with 86
and 78, so that Archie took second place, while Willie Camphell
was third with 86 and 84. A notable feature of this match was
the circumstance that both brothers broke the existing record
for the Leven course. Following upon this came a tournament
at Carnoustie in which Archie Simpson also took the second
prize. The same year at St. Andrews the greatest ambition
that can possess the desire of the professional golfer came so
near being realised in his case that we can imagine the youth,
not yet nineteen, must have felt keenly the hard chance which
snatched the cup of victory from his lips. In the first round he
played a magnificent game coming in at 83, the lowest score of
the day. The second round was done at 89, but a single putt
decided the championship in favour of Bob9$1anin.

In the following year Archie Sim\)son distinguished himself

in a number of competitions. At Elie and Kinghorn he took

the year after lis Sandwich success that
Archie accepted Campbell's challenge, but
since that performance Simpson had “gone off his play,” and
there can be no question that he committed an error of
judgment. Though worsted in this encounter Archie had no
reason to be ashamed of the result when the trying circum-
stances under which the match was contested are borne in mind.
“ Frequently,” says Mr. Everard, in his very impartial account
of this meeting, “did the men have to drive down a living
ayvenue of human beings, extending from hole to hole, the
spectators being packed ten to twelve deep on each side; and
the wonder was how play could be carried on at all under such
conditions,” - ; g

In a home-znd-home match for £25 a-side Archie Simpson
not long after inflicted a severe defeat upon J. O. F. Morris.
In playing over the Carnoustie course Archie secured a lead of
seven holes Morris showed improved form upon his own
green, and the first round at St. Andrews was halved at 2, thi
play being of an intensely exciting nature. In the second
round the Carnoustic man still kept to the front with very
strong play, and at the close had increased his majority by five
holes, having done the round at 81.  Archie was thus 12 holes
up in this match. Another famous fight of which the young

arnoustie professional was the hero was his match with Willie
Park, jun., in 1887. The latter had just won the championsh
at Prestwick when he was called upon to accept a challen;
thrown down by Archie Simpson “to play any man in t







